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IDAHQ PRIMITIVE AREA REPORT

For the past sever l yeers sportsmen and other recreationists

) who visit the- sparsel; settled region along ‘the Middle Fork of Salmon

River, the country lying West across Monumental Creek and north through
_Chamberlain Basin and the elk ranges to the’ maln Salmon River, have
V01ced the Belief that this vast undeveloped reglon should be set a part
as .4 hunting ground and recreational area. It is the expressed opinion
of these people that the predominant volue of the aren 1s for recreation-
al purposes ond thot it should be mnintnined in‘lts present undeveloped
condltlon. These sentiments are not confined to citizens of the Stat

or to local communities but include representative sportsmen and recrea-
tionists from widely 'scattered parts of the whole United States.

During the past year or two interest in this matter has become
so intense that steps have been token by the Forest Service to study
the area with o view to weighing its value primorily for recreational
use as agoinst such existing and potential values as it may have from
the commercial point of view. As o rasult of this study it seems clear-
ly evident that the recreational value of the aren is at present, and
will continue to be, dominont. The facts upon which this conclusion is
based are set forth in the following report. In presenting these facts an
attempt has been made to discuss ench in sufficient detail to give one un-
acquainted with the region a rensonably clear picture of the present or po-

- téntial values from the standpoint of both commercial and recreational use.

A detailed description of the bounderies of the area and other data of a
statistical character are attached as an appendix to the report.

1. The Proposal

To maintoin in primitive condition approximotely one million
acres of Notional Forest land in central ‘Idnho by closing the area to
construction of public. roads, buildings and otnp; permhnent improvements,
und to occupancy under Sp901a1 Use permit.

2e Eurpose

The rapidly changing order of our national life has emphasized
certain socinl needs which can be met in some degree at least by the
national forests without undue interference with the primary purposes of
timber production ond streamflow protection. One of these needs is that
of continued opportunity under primitive conditions to indulge in a wide
variety of outdoor activities of. on educational, inspirational, and
recreational character. -

The motives which impel people to seelk seclusion and release
from the strain and turmoil of modern existence, to revert to simple
types of existence in conditions of relatively unmodified nature are too
complex and elusive for systemotic analysis. That such motives are
inherent in most of us is evidenced by the large number of people who
annunlly seek primitive conditions of environment for recreation and rest.



That the gratification of thess humhn desires results in renewed health
and other benefits of a nlgn order cannot be questioned. It follows
then. that the government has a recl responsibility in recognizing this
public need ond meeting it so far as this con be done without interference
with the major purposes:for ‘which the forests were.created., The Idaho
Primitive Aren offers exceptional opportunity for the exercise of this
importent: function of the government to promote the heelth end content—
ment of the people. Nowhere else in the middle west is there an area
of ‘equal size more suitable for the perpetuntion of these unigue values
representative of primitive conditions. In sddition to the natural
wildness of +this picturesque country. it is peculiarly suitable for a
primitive-area on account of the almost complete lack of any demond

for any other uses and the very slight probability thut there will

ever be any conflicting demands,

The Idano Primitive Area is therefore estabiished; ;

To conserve primitive conditions of enﬁironment;‘habitatipn,)'
subsistence and transportntion for the enjoyment of those who cherish

“ the early traditions and history of this country and desire. to preserve

in some degree, the trﬁlts, qualities and cHPr cteristics upon which

~» this Nitlon was founded, -

To moke 1t posslble for peomle to. det ch Ehemselves, at least
temporarily, from the strain and turmoil of modern ‘existence, and to
revert to simple 4ypes of ex1stence in condltlons of relatlvely unmodl—
fied nature. :

To afford unique opportunities for physical, mentol and spiritual

recreation or regeneration.

Ba 'vDescription of Aféa

(o) TLocation. The area, 1oc&ted in nedrly the geograophic center
of the State of Idaho, consists of a a fairly compact but slightly elon-
gated unit of 1,087,744 acres.  It.is bounded on the north by the main
Salmon River'ﬂﬁqugrgfet by the Blg Horn Craigs, Yellowjacket Range,
and gleeping Deer Mountain; on the south by a line approximately four-
miles® south of ond paralleling the Middle,. Fork of Salmon River west to

“Rapid Creek;  ond on the west by tne divide which forms the western

1imits of the watersheds of Marble, Nonumentnl Beaver, ond Chamberlal
Creeks.. It consists of = vost timbered orea with 1ittle commercinl

value but contoining pr“ct10“11& unlimited posslbllltles for uses of o
recreational, inspirational, and educntional sort.

~(b): Acreage and Qwnership.
ﬁationul forest ldn¢................1 078 779 acres

Stl—te 1"'11(1...........-.............. -,D,?O‘ ‘"
“Private 1and.......,,.......,..., eo 4,395 0

woive



The onlw comnerclol octlvntles 01 Nutlonwl Forest 1_nd at tﬁe
present time aré mlnlng q:nd o, smnll amount of .gre 21ng. Some fifteen to .
twelty years qbo,'ln response “to a pUbLlC domnnd which reached its height
during that period, o cqnsmderoble acralée of National - Forest lqnd in. .-
Chemberlain Basin ‘and survoundlng country was; 1lsted ond -opened to home--
stead settlemént. . However, mfter repeated nttempts, EAteﬂ&lnf over a -
period of some 61;nteen yeors or more,  the. productlon of agricultunal .
crops &nd the reising of llvestock in. this region was given up as-im-
practic able and most of the homesteuﬁs nbﬂnaone& . A few areas have
been phtenteo wnd two are still carrled on Forest Serv1ce records as o
entered cldims,... During the Tast few yexls all of the. unentere& 11sts,-;_v
soma s14teon‘13.number: have beeo recolled. el G ) = -

" No; uﬁe is belnp mode of. the &ttte 1“nds. The; are ﬂot ﬁg 1cu1turol
in‘characto but some of thém could POSS 1b1y be used as grazing londs. in
comection with the potented lands, Their highest value is probably for
watershed protection,. recrectional use ond.gome momagement. . Whether or
not any portions of the State londs contﬁLn minerol deposits in:material-
omount is not krown at this tlme..;Apyro cimptely half of the: Stnte lond-is
within t*e State Gwme Preserve on. Mld&le Fork..3 S e e R ot

The so~colled ab 1cu1turﬂl 1onds in pr1vnte ownershlp con31st of
small to medium-sized tro ctg‘scutterod along the Middle Fork, Big. Cregk;
Chombérlain Creek, Thimstick Creek, and Solmon River. The attached map
shows the location of these patented homestead lands... A 1list.glving the
acreage ond prosent st“te of occupancy. is 1oc1uded in fhe nppondlx to.
this reoort The” vrazang, agrlculturol, ond mining activities on patented.
lands ore dlscussed 1n more ﬁettll under. Section 4 of the report. i :

(c) AccesslbllltV. Tho area Hkg'be Tuﬁdllj remched from severﬁlf
diréctions, depending upor the rode of travel and the seasom. - The:,
pr1n01p@l entrance rdutos and methods of trn sporugtlon are: glven bolow--“'

Northefn'Entrwwce- ‘The Swlmon Rlver on the nortn forms.n deeP,
precipitous canyon which practically precludes all entrance from that
direction excepting by boat from.Salmon City or other up~river point.
However, thig entrance is readily ﬂccesclole oy bomt and -this -method of
tronsportation has been .employed fon many Jowrs bg sPortsmon, prosoectors,f
ond others desirous of’ é¢ntering that portion of the grea adjocent to the..
Salmon River Since the river route tolces one through a region of rugged
becuty ﬂbounﬂlng in big gomo, it carries a sirong "ppe“1 to sportsmen ond
recreationists alike.’ This form of untf“ﬂCb is unigue in .that it is
impossible to return egainst the ourfent, thus. naklnb 1t necessary for the
traveler to 81therjprocoed on down the river to Riggins or some other
point accessible by road, or climb the steep slopes fo the summit and
return overlond on foot or by peck string., Thais pecullarlty of river
tronsportation so appealed to Weldner when. filming. scenes along the
river some’ years ago that he aptlv nemed his pnoture tThe Rlver of Xo
Return. i F ol ‘ e o T e L m U

.



Qutfitting for a trip by boat via the northern route should

be done at Salmon City, o tom of some 1,400 inhebitants where procti-

cally 2ll kinds of equipment and supplies, including moterials and labor
"fol constructing boats, can be obtnined., These boats, usually from six
to- eight feet wide and from twenty-four to thirty-two feet in length,
-are of the flat bottom type. They are solidly built to withstand the
heovy buffetting ogainst hidden: rocks in nidstream or along the banks
of, the -river. They have no meens of propu151on but drift with the
currents They are equipped with: two long sweeps, one at either end,

each .operated by o boatman, as a means of keeping the heavy craft. in
the proper channel away from rocks, bluffs ond other obstructions.

These boats will readily transport two or . three tons of freight,.or its
equivalent in human weight, without danger of cqp5121nb.' The stream is
safely navigable only durlnb low water, experienced boatmen refusing to
undertake the trip at other times. = Attempts to run the river in small
craft have usurlly met with disaster, frequently in the loss of life, ond
this method of negotiating the- main Salmon River should not be undertnken,

For real red-blooded men who desire an experience out of the
ordinary, an experience spiced with thrills and -~ sprinkling of denger,
I know of nothing more enjoyable than a trip by boat down the "River Of
No Return." The rugged beauty of the canyon, narrow and precipitous in
general, bul opening out.in places to form timbered flats ond bars suit-
able for camp sites, the slmost constont roar of the river, the splashing
spray, the tossing boat as one drifts along, furnish sport par excellence.,

Western Entrances: This involves outomobile troansportation

_ from outside points to McCall Lnd then via Warren to the western terminal
of the automobile road at Big Creuk huqdquarters, a distonce of ninety
miles. This puts one to within threec miles of the western boundary of
the Primitive Area. Here one can obtain pack snd saddle animals for the
inland trip. Since this route involves crossing Elk Summit at an eleva~
tion of 9,000 feet in a region -of heavy snowfall, it is seldom open to
travel before the middle of July. From Elk Surmit one has on excellent
view of o considerable portion of .the Big. ureek drainage ﬁnd the country
to the south.

Sdbs1stence Supplles, gas, o0il, meals and lodging con n be ob—
ta 1ned at McCall, Burgdorf Hot Springs, and Warren., Camp ond field
equipment con be obiained at McCall, but only a limited supply at the
other points mentioned.

Entronce from the west con also be made by automobile trans—
portation to Yellow Pine, 60 miles from the railroad point at Cascade,
and thence by pack string to Big Creek Headgquarters or other points
north and east. Saddle and pack stock, subsistence supplies, gas and
0il con be obtained at Yellow Pine. '

Southern Entronceg: The main entrances from the Poyette River
Highway are from Pen Basin nnd Bear Valley. The nearest railroad point
is Cascade. Thirty-seven miles of good mountain automobile rond leads
eastward from Cascade to Pen Basin. Saddle and pack stock can be ob-




talned i Pen BaSIn_for tne trip- down Plstol Creek’ and ‘the Middle Fork
‘about forty miles-to the point of entbance.- From Bear Valley’ the trip
over:trails is a little farther and the. tralls ‘not so good, but this
entrance is: used quite. exten31vely by PErsons - enterlnb from Stanley
Basin. There is a fair road into Bear Valley from both Lowman and
Stanley: 3351n and’ both saddle: and.pack stock. can, be obtqlned in the
: valley. S : FURLERE o B et aw g g

Entrance also can’: be made from the south by leav1ng the Sawtooth
© Park Highway at Sunbeam:Dam and followang the Yankee Fork road to BQJle‘
ranch where saddle and pack stoek guideg ,'meels and lodvlng, etc.,
- can’be obtained; or, via . the. Beﬁve Creel: road to. Rapld River. S THere
~'ig:no regular establishment at Ranld Rlver DLt 1n the Fall, outflttlng
caiips are usually, establlshed and . partles are taken lnto the Mlddle
Fork country. ; ‘ o : A

Eﬁste¢n Entrance-- From the S.Wtooth Pﬂrk nghW“V ot Morgan
Creek one can travel by automobile to Meyers Cove where sa ddle end’
pack stock, meals ond lodging moy be obtoined, From Meyers Cove the
- Middle Fork is about -fifteen miles down Camas -Creek . and, from. here one can
‘go up. or. down the Mld&le :Fork or.cross ﬁnd enter the Thunde“'Mounteln
‘coun try : . ,

(d) Togoerquv. The topogrﬁphy of . the aren 15 ‘80 varled it is
difficult to describe in sufficient detail to give one anecqpﬂlnted
with the region anything like o clecr picture of the country as it”
opens up to.the trayeler, . Roughly specking, the topography. ranges
from high rollang-nlntecas‘rnd undulating ridges as found in the Chomber-
lain Basing Cold. Meadows,:&nd. Thunder. Mount in ' regions, to steep Conyons
and. preclpitous bluffs: as. one. descends to the Solmon River ond Mlﬁdle
Fork. Between the two: extremes one flnd“ the topographJ gradually:
changing step by step &s: one feeture merges into another._ In ascendlng
many of the small streems end tributaries the country opens out in

" ploces forming grassy meadows, . b”SlnS .nd timbered bars. As ‘one, ap-—

..prooches. the heads of the streams it Ae ﬂot uncommon to. find snmll
mountoin lrkes in a picturesque setting w1tn a bockground of tlmbered
slopes and rocky bluffe.

Fou Becauee of its rougﬂ t0pogr phy the country orlglnelly was
Vcexceedlngly difficult. to penetrate.. Some idea of its ‘inaccessible .
‘chdracter is exulalned in some deteil in Golonel Brcwnls nnrratlve
.covering -the Sheepen sber Ceampaien of 18?9.. The 11most 1nsurmountab1e
obstacles of  topogrophy met by Colonel Brown at that ‘time are. .character-
istic of : the entire region prior to: the construction of horse trﬂlls.
In recent years the Forest Service rnd miners have constructed a. system
of trails as shown elsewhere in this report, which mokes’it p0551b1e to
explore these mountein fastnesses.with soddle or pack outfits without
suffering undue hﬁrdgﬂlps and w1th reasonable’ celerltyy‘ Tor the most
part’ these trﬂ;le follow the most. acc6981ble routes %1onﬂ the stream



beds and ridges, thus leaving mony thoushndﬂ of acres still untouched

by ‘man-made improvements. . Large area mlon; the brokes of the Salmon
River and Middle Fork ore -so oreclpltou and inaccessible ns'to even:.
rendér fdot travel precorious or 1mposnlble. In qscendlnﬂ from the river
to thé crest of the high plate"us ond’ T':1.(15"e,s Tt i frequently necessory
to cllmb 31x oz Spven_thousnnd feet 1n a‘&lstance of elght or- ten mlles.

Mt. McGulre, prob“blv the 1fhest ‘point’ ‘within the ﬁreﬁ, is®

locoted on the east side at the head of Roaring Creek. It has an elé&vn~
Ctilon ofover 105000 feet.: From- the crest of this mountoin one obt~ins
"an excellent view’ of: the- countrg to the sduth cnd east ond across the
Middle: Fork .canyon which is prpct1Cﬁllv 1mpﬂsgtole below its'confluence
with -Big Creek. .Numerous other mountain pesks 9, OOO fect ond over in -
elevation furnish  the nmunt vin . cllmber excellent views of -the surrbundr
ing "country. : Mony of. tnese peaks can be reuched by saddle horse to the
very top. Cottonwood Butte, with on elevation ‘of 9,400 fedt, lécnted in
the northwest part of the area in the triangle formed by thé& - Salmon-
River ahd Middle. Fork,- probably .overlooks more of the region than any
other single perk.. It can reﬂdlly be re ched by saddla.hoLse aver o
very good ‘mountoin t'ﬂll. . e

i fe) Climate. Nwtﬁr 1lJ ‘the cllmate is as yariéd as tne t0pog~
ranhy A few hours! travel during midéummer will Find nll: degrees of"
temperature ranging from a moximum of 80 to 90 degrees on the river to
45 %o 65 degroes on--the mountoins snd high plotesus, This wide range
of - temperature should- sotlsfuctorlly rmot the d831reﬂ o¢wtne Hmst ex~
qctm&, cﬁmper. . .

Rainfall ig usu.llv hecviest durlnrr June ‘and September. July -
“and- August are the dry months with practica .11y no preclplt“tloﬁ in: B
rormal seéason. Snow . storms - inveriably occur in "the 1 igh country !
September but ore usunlly followed by comnar“tlvely clear ‘weather in -
the first.half of October.. After the middle of October heavy ‘snew” .
storms are likely .to occur which may close Elk Surmnt +o ‘Automobile.
trovely Travelers going in vic Elk Summii t by outomobile should ‘move.:
their cors out: over the ton ony. time afuer'the middle of October that
the weather looks unsettled. BSaddle end pack stock con negotinte the
summit considerably later. S AT e P e s LAV RevEe

'The winter climate in the high country is severe and accom-
penied by heavy snowfall, f;equantly eight to ten fect in depth. At
Big Creek Headguarters snow is suldom more than 26" in depth, although
it may exceed this. durlng w1nturs of unusuolly heavy spowfull.- Aloag
the Salmon River vnd Middle Tork there is comparntively littlé snowe
The winter in the.low country is comp“rftlvelv mild ond pleassnt and
quite favorable to the prosecution of grme studies work end related-

act1v1tles. - : Py S ;

(f)' Timber.' Most of the area is well timbered with stands of
Western yellow. pine, Doublqs fir, lodgepole plna, ond other species.
The lower portions of the area along the Middle Fork; Salmon leer,
and Big Creek are covered with mature stands of Western yellow pine
up to elevotions of about 6,000 feet. At higher elev~tions occur
Douglas fir, some Engelmoann spruce, dense stands of lodgepole pine,
and considereble limber pine. Much of the country wrs burned off in
former yeors and is now restocking to dense strnds of young growth.

B



The area as o whole supports a comparatively large volume of
timber but is too broken up to ever warront the expense of railroad
construction, ¢nd trucking over.eighty to one hundred miles of henvy
-.grodes across three summits is out of the question. Driving the -

i Middle Fork is hlso ot ‘of the gquestion on ﬁccount of the great distance

to ‘the ne ﬁrest possible milling point-end eWpenvlve rlver 1mp;ovements.
Driving the Saolmon River:is possible but would involve excesdive river
improvements. A reilrond survey was made down the S?lmon River 4n-1910,

- ~but.so far og..ls known actual construction of a railroad has never been

?serlously conszdered. ‘Thee is .considerable merchantable Weatern vellow
pine timber twibutary to’the river thot woul&“be “practicable to log in
the event a railroad is Eonstructed-or the river 1mproved for driving
..at some futule time. “Since ‘the posslblllty of marketing this timber is
+.VEry, remote, ‘and in any event, would not materlwlly %ffect the volue of
..the .area foz recreﬁtlonal usé, - the- problem con well be left for consider-

... ation at. some Iuihre date, Tables. giving. the ac;emge ‘of “dominent timber

~ types 1nd volume bv spec1es are:. 1ncluded in the 1npend1x tc thls report.
(g) For@ge. Specles con51°t of those charncterlstlc of cartr<1

Idaho, “and present information does: not 1ndlcate,“nyth1ng’espeC1ﬂ11y unique

about the plont cover. A list of pl.ntq is not felt essehtiral téd- this

‘report. They have very 1little économic 1mportance. The only grozing

is by a few ca ttle, dlscussed vlséwhgre. SR o fh*x

(h) ILckes and Stlearl The area contﬂlns “pprOXIthely flfty
smwll,nmuntﬂln l”kBS‘Verlﬂg i1 size from ten to one hundred acres. For
the most pa4t these lokes are 1ocuted &%t of mear-the- hea&s of streaoms
fed.by the melting shows from: the mountﬁln perks. The * wat@r in:these
lokes- is, 1nvar1abl" clehr'ﬂnd ¢old: at all secsons. Thclr ‘shore lines
care usuully timbered but some are set in grassy meadows while still
others are ﬂurrounded on two or three sides by rocky bluffs. : Tu. order
L B0 malntﬁln these lokes in their orlglnﬁl condition,. 1o'ralslﬂg or
fren 1ower1ng of thelr nﬂturnl wate; levels w111 be ﬂllowed, except

7. noted under 8 (f).

: Perhnps the most 1nt9regt11g lﬁke in the whole reglon is Lhke
.-Roosevelt on Monumental Greek. The interesting thing about this lake is
Sthat it is not £ natural:ldke at-all- but. Wog formed: by\n londslide during
the old Thunder Mountrin boom days, which resulted 1n submerglng the
- old -town of Rodsevelts Roosevelt was o smnll mining town of ‘a hundred
. or so inhabitants locoted on Monumentol Creek “just above' Mule Creck.

- A bar parallellnb Mule Creek and consisting Dr1nc1pqlly ‘of a formation
of h.rdened volcenic mud become permented with the water used in plocer
‘mlnln? above ond storted o lendslides- ‘This sllde started at o point
about tivo. nllev up Male Greek and moved slowly down to" MonumentL1 Creek,
damming the valley to a depth of obout twenty—eliht feet overnlght.

The distance of two miles wns traversed in the course of o few hours
but at no point was the movement more rapid them' o man con walke. The
old log buildings which comprised the town of Roosevelt still stond,

ost of them more or less under wolers.

Hundredﬂ of small streams head in - the high country and fnll
rnpldly in tortuous channels to -the r1Vurs below. The courses ol some
of . the lorger streams arc merked by nlternate stretches of ropids and
compafativel* smooth water. The large number of streams, lakes and
springs furnish an abundont supply of clear, pure wnter well distributed
over the sntire aren. There are very few places within the’ area where
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it 1S'necessqrv to go mcre thwn a few nlles for wgter. i

; (i) Hot Sprlngs. There nre several ‘hot springs. W1th1n tne areqn
fhat not only. give it.edded a attraction but. cen be put to more beneflclal
use. .- At least four. of these .should- be. developed in o small way. for the
use of the publlC._\u e L

. (J) CL§@ Sltes. Along the 1nrger streame at, frequent 1ntervcls
occur tlmbered-be s oY qpen flﬂts that, furnish. lde 7l comp sites, Whlle

- the- surroundlng slopes furnlsh.ﬁn ahundance ‘of. feed:for stock.: A%

-the higher. elev‘tlons Lare fcund.numerous grﬁsgy ‘mendows. ranglng in .

size from- ten to elgnty acres or rmre.‘ Some of. "the best known and most

': used -of these are Crescent Meadows, Cold Me odaws,. Hand Meadows, Moose

. ‘Meadows,. Chamberlain Meﬁdcws, and Meadow of Dcubt. These meadows are
. bordered. by tlmber ﬁnd 1nvar1ably have, thelr sprlngs or, small streaﬂm
running through. These sites furnish shaded camp ‘grounds, abundence of
--fuel, .clegr :cold water, and feed for, saddle and pac& stodk, X combina~

ﬁ.‘ tion. Whmcb w1ll strongly appeol to the qutdoor man or Woman.

_ None of these ccmp grounds.hwve been 1mproved nor are any -
permanent 1mpr0vements needed. There ore vast. numbers of thém not
even touched by troils or any other evidence of umon occupancy.

i

(k)mfc VLS ﬂnd Iﬂdl”n Pelntlﬁ"So There ere nuﬂher of .caves

ﬂ; clong Biz (reek, Grmns Creek, and Mlddle Fork that are 1nte1est1ng and

~intriguing. to the traveler. These caves, were used cs shelter by the

.. Sheepsater - Jndians when thEJ 1nhab1ted the. reglon Tany yeqrs ag0e The
walls of: nost i - these Coves: are covered with all ‘sorts of -Indian

phlitlngs, such as - plctures of meﬂ, wnlmpls, tools, efc., ond a lot

of hleroglypnlcs thct nean: notnlng te the .average trnveler but un-,

doubtedly were. cleﬂrly understood by “the. qul.ns. i group of tbese
aves in the upper end of the box conyon on Big Creek are. s0. IOCﬁted

as to 1nd1cate they may have been used os a strongholc in years poste

(1) H;etcrlcnl. Pernaps the thlng.cf outstandlnb hlstorlcal
1nterest is.the Sheepen ter Campnign. of 1879, . 7The. Sheepeﬂtcrs were. 'a
smwll bmnd of rencgﬁde BannocLs, Shoshones, and Weisers, who derived
thelr name- from the-fact that they sub31sted 1qrge1J on mountain sheep.
, They were strong, qctlve, and. cwpable of endurlng great bardships, but
: they were not reservation Iﬂdlans. Thclr exlstence hcd been known
‘since the early 'sixties. After the Banﬂock War: of 18?8, the Sheep~

aters were 301ned bJ a few: ncstlles, wbo, eluding the U. S. Troops,
sought refuge in that reglon of high timbered, mountains. 1long Blg,Creek
pnd the Mlddle Fork. .These- Indiens, after. killing several miners and
. early. settlexg, were flnﬂlly subdued after severql skirmishes which
took place .in the region. borderlnp Big Creek, The, one soldler killed,
, Privote: Harry Eg gon, -is burled on Soldler Bar ﬂnd a monument erected
over his graves.

- One of the mnin comps of the Shecpeaiers wns located on Big
Greek fl bs Just below ﬂnd acs ~0sS from the Dnve Lewis ranch. -The only
remrining ev1dences of tnis old Indian comp nre a number of depresslons
in the ground over Whlch the tepees nere placed.. These depressions
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.. were dug by the Indions %o serve ‘as- windbreaks during severe winter
weather. The story is current cmong 0ld timers in the reglon that: the
Indians before surrendering buried their guns somewhere on Papoose "
Creek, However, so for no one has been ﬂble to locote the cache.

- Also of conslderable LlStOTlCPl 1nterest ig the Thunder
Mountoin boom which occurred some thirty years agoe. The Thunder Mountain
- district lies in the upper drainage, basin of Monumental Creek, a
 tributary of Big Oreek. Placer gold was dlSuovered in this region in
1899 by the Caswell B¢o+hers. Vhile placer mining they uncovered a gold-
bearing lode which was reported to be fabulously rich and they sold out
their holdings to the late Colonel W. H. Dewey of Nampa, Idaho. The
news of this gold. ptrlke soon became public end resulted in a stampede
which sssumed the proportions of a miniature Xlondike rush. People
poured into the district over all the aveilable. trails. One of these
trails, the "Three-Blaze Troil", was sald to have been so prominently
merked at that time to prevent the large number of "tenderfeet! that
traveled in daily from getting lost, This trail is still 2 v prominent
route and extensively used by travelers. The "anee*blaze" consists of
. three. separate blazes, one above the other about a , foot apart.

~ During the Thunder Mountain boom the whole surrounding country
was staked and old discovery cuts and blazes can still be found on
mountains miles away from the Dewey mine. The town of Roosevelt was
founded ond named in honor of President Roosevelt wno was in office at
that time. The boom was:short-lived as the rich surface ore gave Woy
with depth to material too low grade to . be profitably extracted in so
remote a regiomn.

Any description of this Pr 1m1t1vc Area,would be incomplete
without some mention of "Uncle Dave Lewis" who owns a few acres of land
. on Big Creek at the mouth of Pioneer Creek. TUncle Dave is unquestion—-
ably the most interesting character -in the whole region. It is said he
took an active part in the Sheepeater Campaign, serving as 2 scouts
However, he is better and more widely known for his prowess as a cougar
hunter. It is pretty generally agreed by those who know him that Uncle
Dave has killed over one thousand cougar in his day. Although he is
nearly 90 years of ange he is still.active and lives alone on his ranch
at the mouth of Pioneer Creek. Uncle Davels dogs are famous for their

intelligence end stick-to-it-iveness in tracking and treeing cougaTe.
(m) Geology. Since accurate information on the geology of the

entire area is lacking, discussion under this head is limited to the
region covered by Dr. J. B. Umpleby of the United Siotes Geologicnl
Survey im 1913 ond 1916. This includes the upper Big Creek drainage
and some of the Middle Fork country, with particular reference to the
Thunder Mount vin District and Big Creek District. Dre Umpleby says
in part: :

“prrt from recent nlluvium and glacial wash the rocks of
the region moy be grouped in three main divisions.
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(2) The oldest rocks,.consisting of quﬂrtﬂltes, slate, schists
and o little altered llmestone, are,all presumed t0- ‘belof. the: pre~
C%ﬁbrlan or Algonkirn Age...One of .the best expovures 6f- thi§ series -
of rocks is on Big-Creek. between the mouth of Monumentll Creek and -
Edwardsburg “here tne trail tr"verses it for a distance.of about elght

_mlles. : .
(q) Theue nnclent metanorphlcs hnve been’ exten31vely 1ntruded
~and me tomorphosed by ; the.granite ross of Centrﬂl -Idaho ‘&hd probably .
‘ghould be ‘considered as o roof peﬂdent of "the great Idoh¢ batholith -
‘that crops:out over :n continuous area of 24,000 square miles.. The 'rﬂn—
ite of this fegion, which is entlrelv 51milar to that: in other perts

of Idsho, dg.a llght‘COIOLGd biotite g“anlte nppro&dhi “a quartz mon-
sonite i mineral compo¢1t10n.“ Locqlly, mlthln it and. within the roof
pendant ‘of: sedipentory wocks,.dlkés of* tn51c ﬁnd 1ntermed1nte comp0~
satlon.are consplcuoule develoPed.ﬂ;“' Rt YRR

L LB
"“T

: (c) Tne third SBL185 of rocks occurrlng inh the reglon_conprlses
1am@ flows hnd, tuffs probably of. mldale Tertiqry Age. "These’ cansist-of
rhyolite, latite, and andesite,. w1tn occasional’ patches of .basplt tom
gether with their pyroclastlc unlVﬁlbntS. “Some of the «tuffs: are.ﬁp$er—
1nid, probably in lakes formed by danming up the streams; and most of
the lavas clearly occupy old vtlleys ‘whicH -cit the Tarea to.depths great-
er than thoseroccupied by the present stregms: With'the.exception-of
alluvium and glacial dep051ts thése are the youngest rocks in fhe. reglon

as they either intrude or overlle botﬁ thu granlt "and..the metamorphosed

sedlment . S L e R

T

Thunder Mountein District

- Thunde; Mountqlnﬁls nb$t of o rldue wiich - forms the divide
'“between Marble ond Monumentcl Grecks, the elevatlon of the ridge being

' betweer 8,00Q. ond 9,000 feet. The mlne are located on both sides. of

this midges the Sunny31de nlne beins om the’ Marble Creek wide gnd the
“Newey mine on- the dralnage of Nonunentul Creek. ThHe COkntry rock con-

. gTsts of -rhyolite and andesite in the form of flows ond’ tuffs, mixed

 with hordened, rud of probnole volcanic orlglq. .Gold -occurs in. some:
-of - these. flows: and in. beds of Tuff followlng seqms Wblch ere: probnbly
Joint plﬂnes. i 5 :

'Big Cresl Dist¥ick

© The district is near . tﬁe'CBh%ef'of the mein gronite core of
Gentral Idnho. - Extending erStwa¢d from the North Fork of Payette River
and from Little Salmon River is o Belt of granite 50 miles.in:widtly which
> reaches. with minor interruptions slrost to St“nley Bagin.. Id general

this belt contains practically no other rdcks and except for the gold
veins of Warren ond Morshall Loke contains. little minefale On Bl“TGreek
to the east for a width of 25 to B0 miles lies the belt of ancient:
metamorphics previous 1y descrlbed 9nd between the two is a belt (about,

4

we Doe



five niles wide) of whnt are probnbly Tertiary eruptives consisting
chiefly of rhyolite and. striking almost due north ond south. These have
been 1ntruaed into. the & anlte not far from the contﬁct of tnp -rock
Cowith .the 1Lt@morpnlcs. S 3

4 : The veolosy of tﬂe dlotrlct 1s not qulte 0 51mple as outllned
above, as -the.contack . between the ﬂlfferent TocKs is indented ondi:
irregular and the 1ater 1ntru51ves nre not c0ﬁf1ned to rbyollto, but
are mnde. up. oF vwrled ass ortment guch as quartz porphyry, dra nlte por
phyry, oyunlte porphyry, sklte po;pnvrj,'ﬁnd dlorlte.“

: (n) Naturnl Phenoreng The physlcal chqrﬂcterl tiés of the area
‘as o whole are not rore mervelous than con be found-in many other. parts
of the Rocly Mountain region Probﬂle its strong zest appeal is the"
irmmnsity of the aren and 1ts isolation. This gives to those ‘who enter
a feeling that they are actually getting awny from modern conditions
of envxronnbnt and can revert to a- dimple type of existénce without re-
straint or. molestation.. .

An interesting and unique feature of the region is the monurient

from which Monunentnl Creek derived its nome. This monument which
ig locoted on Monumental Creek about ten miles above Big Creek is
ppproximately. seventy feet high, six feet in dicmeter at the base,
ond ‘has a. large boulder suspended at the top.: Its knob=-like formn-
“tion is due to the fact that exccptln for the gronite tcoulder sus—
pendea on ‘top it 1s corposed of erosive materinl which hns worn down
by the action of the weather until the upper port of the body of ‘the
monument is Lonﬂlderdle Sm“llef in dicmeter than the boulder on tope.

. Also of interes} are the Blb Horn Croags, locoted on the
,eastern border'oL,the aren LJust north of the Yellowjacket Range of
rountains. These Cragsy with. their bases alrealy situated on'a high
divide, rise perpendicularly for hundreds of feéet in the air. With
_thelr smouth, perpendlcu1ﬁ4 31des tﬂey resemble huge nonuments.

= Ofl to tﬂe south ‘and’ west lies Rainbow Mounth1n, S0 nﬂmed-'
becwuse of its rainbow colored hues, It rises to an- elevation ofr 9,329
feet and from its crest one con obtnln n excellent view of the surround-
ing country.-

sk

4. 'Improvements g

: Tﬂe only 1mprovcnents on Natlon“I FOTeSu land consist of trﬁlls,
tclepnone llnes, shelters, etc.  There are no ‘ronds. A few bridges
cacross the Middle Forlr, Biz Creek,‘ﬁrd p0551oly the main-Salmon River
will Dbe necessary for fire protection ocnd to enable recreationists to
cross these streams at times when high water mokes fording dangerous

or irpossible. A horse trail system will be developed and n@5n§w3§ed
and o few. cabins for men. on. gome patrol or predntory a nlmrl/Work may

e found necessary and allowed. No other improvements are contemplated
by the Forest Service except stch cabins, lookout structures; low’
stondard rotor woys, etc., ns are deemed necesscry to protect the area
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“from firé. -Howeverj the. consttuttion.of improvements:heeded by
prospeétors’ and miners . in’the. development: of mineral-lesnds will-in. ..
no woy be interfered with. The construction of rpadsy trailss or: other
improvements will not be allowed to mar the londscape or interfere
with:its primitive’ choracteristics.. Neither will TO“do leading to the
area terminate-iwhere too much congeation:of people: traveling to apd. -
from ‘the area result. :The Sthte Highway Depariment had a survey: by .
aerial photogrophy made down the:main Salmon: River: from: Salmon City .-
to Rigeing in 1930, to determine the procticability and. feasibilify: - .
of a highway over that route. No interference with such a prr:a(t is

‘“contemplﬂted. Directionnl ond objectisigns: have been placed Ly tne Forest
Service on the'importent. s*icanms and rost: of: the trailss This wnrk w1ll
be contlnued untll the rcb;of g aﬂequ tely 515ned. G g

Gaﬁpgrounds Wlll not be 1rproved

A 1lst of n11 eklouldg .nd proposed 1mpravements on Natlonml
Forest land is given in the nppendlx to thls report.

Flre

4 Th1s area is prob le as: h reoue?as;any,in,centra;elddho_as s
ruch of - the country is:low, so the plant.cover gets wery dry. - It is
absolutely essentlal that fan’. BfflCant flre protectlon organlzqtlon ‘be
malnt 1ned. - : . ;

5By Tish 18- Bame:

No'.thorough study .or bilologicalk collections have been. made within
the area &nd the: follow1nb information is very. 5enerel 1n cheracter, and
1ncludes only the more eesily observed spec1es.-‘.¢J TR

Bue to heavy trapplna in former: yekrs, fur~be‘ring,enimﬂls-ere-
not so plentiful as big geme. The Stote Game Department is doingz ex~-
cellent work in.protecting the big. game: in the region, with the result

5thut an abundﬂnt supply of the more lnpo”twnt sp901es still exlstS.

There is mt present a de01ded lncx of "ccurate 1nformoﬁ10n
covering the habits, habitat, losses, etc., for the different big
game speciles. To obtnln such informntion. and formulate satisfactory
game monagement plons will require thnt studies be corried on
. throughout' the year by men:under year=long cppointment. ~Discussion
here is baged largsly upon. observations, made, by the Forest Service
personnel during the. summer season only, and :informhtion obtained by
enmployees of the. Stute Garm Dgpartnenu end others who sPend the.winter
in thet reglon. i ; ; 2 : oo e

Follow1ng are: the prlnelpwl ﬁnlnrls, bird ﬂnd flsh vpecles :

occurrlnb in tne Mlddle For& Pr1m1t1ve Arens

v
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. Ell.. . 4¥5 elk ramge within the: unlt, according to estlm@tes. They
are not necrly sp widely: distributed: o s deer, - The. principal ‘edk ronges |
are . the Ghamberlaxnicreek ard Dls DpOlntmsnt Creek watersheds. A few-
the lﬁrger herds are found on the wutersheds Ilrht mentloned Because :
of ‘the: inaccessible. choracter of .their ronges and the -time and expense .-
involved going :in.and packing .the gome outy: only po. comparetlvely'mew of
these animnls hove been killed (during “the post few years.. - Any estimcte. :
of lossés through predatory animals or-other: causes -is nothing more -than

a poor:guess. . However, these elk herds seem to be holding their own
very well::and undoubtedly the range reasonably.can be expected to. -
corry severel times the present number. .These elk herds are.a- hl?_“‘-
asset to the Primitive Arec not only for hunting purposes but.as an -
added wild life attraction. Herds of thlrty or forty ore frequently
seen an,Cold Meﬂduws and Gottoqwood Meaaqw : ;:;1__

Moose. Slnce moose are. reported umdn the Idabo Forest, thay i
probably ocdeur (insmall mumbers within. the northwestern sectlon of :the-
area '1 Much: of’thﬁ country is too-rough for sultwble range Ror-this o ..

& C Bear., Thé olack bear wnd 1ts brown color phase.ﬂre comﬁ@n here,

2:% totcl of “200-being reporteds. Like desr, they. are protty well distributed
over the entire:region. - The number of- be“r ‘actually : seen ﬁrom.yeur to-
year wories sormaterially--it.would seem that:this, enimpl .is much-more.
migrotory in nature than the other big grme animals listed. A} th@,a‘:;
same time it 1s not uncommon for o bear to occupy some particularly
desirdble-location throughgut the : summer. end fall. -An .oceasional

grizzly hear.is killed within the ares swhich is-.evidence enough. that

a few of these animals piny s3ill be: found. : HOWever they apppar ta -

bal. very wary und xe¢p to the .more” ln?CCﬁSSlble parts, T

Mountﬂln Gaot. The est;mate for mountaln E,oats 1s 420 head Tﬁéy
anme along the, - bluffs. of:all: ¢he larger streams, staylng high up- durlng
the SUMmeT: ﬂnd fﬂll 1nd worklnb down out, of the, deep snow, in: the w1nter.

Mountﬁln uner. Thls sp501es ﬁlso 1nhab1ts the roubn broken Lo )
country but are more inclined to groze out on the more open gra
slopes . than do mountoin gO“tS. It is est;mated that thers . are 475
mountaln sheep w1th1n th@ qrea. -

They are pretty well scgttered over. the rough sactlons nlong the
Middle Fork, its: main branches,’ and the: moip Silmon River. - A namber of
yeors ago they were reported sericusly reduced by disense but at p*esent
seem: to:be: about: holding their pwn, although oppareptly subJect to o
conﬂlderﬂble 10 ses: from natural Lnew1eb. B . :

4

G.HE Birds;;

Thls is an 1ntere tlnb érea to the blrd.student 51nce there 18,
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: Deer. It is estimated that the area contains 13,000 deer. Most
of these are Rocky Mountain mule deer, altholizh a small number of White
Tailed deer have crossed the Salmon River and entéered the region from the
norths It is uncertaln whether these are tle Western or the Oregon White
~ Tall but they are exceedlngly wild and during the summer months seek
safety:in the thickets and brushy gulches.. They are difficult to hunt
"and are seldom.kllled except by expert shots. They have been seen only
“'dn the high countr that breaks off toward the Salmon River. The region
around Meadow of Doubt and Hot Springs Veadow seems to be .their favorite
range. Undouotedly they will gradually spread to other parts of the
area as they become more mumeérous.. Just where and how they spend
the winter no one seemg to know. ..Probably they work down toward the
Salmon River out of the”snowm ' ;

Mule deer are well dlstrlbuted durlng the summer months over
the entire.area. It is not uncommon to see does and fawns in consider-
"I able numbers down along the river bottoms even during the hot weather
of July ond August. “The bucks, however, generally leawg. the low country.
as soon as snow conditions- ‘permit in-thé spring, and stay high until
driven down by the snow in October or later. They- keep pretty mch to
themselves until the rutting season in late October or early November.
" Mule deer winter along the lower slopes of the Salmon River, Middle Forky
and Big Creek. Con51de*ab1e mumbers winter on Big Creek.as far up as the
Conyer rznch. - The total number of deer which can be maintained within
the-area is dependent’ upon the amount of winter range that can be made
availables

There is no dependable information on losses of deer over the
entire area. Unguestionably the heaviest loss is due to the work of
predatory oanimals, most -of which ogcurs during the winter months when
accurate observations are lacking. - A few cougor kills have been noted
during the summer months but it is believed that the loss from coyotes
during this period is practically nothing: In all probability con-
siderable loss occurs in places in the spring-which is indirectly at-
tributable to stervation, ticks, diseasé, -etc. The animels become :
weaokened through these causes and fell an easy prey to predatory ani-
mals,

Just how many of the 13,000 deer estimated for the area are
does ond how many bucks or what the natural increase should be is of
course problematical. Assuming thot one~hnlf sre does and that a 50%
fawn crop cen be expetted, the increase would amount to 3;250 deer.
‘In-his gome study of 1929-30, Bolles estimntes oan 8.5% loss of deer
" from predatory animnls and 1% loss from disease -and -other couses, or
o total loss of 9.5%. Using this loss figure there would still remnin
opproximately 3,000 deer available for annusl removcol without
reduction of breeding stocks Since this is probably double the number
of deer tcken by hunters ond since 1t is generslly ogreed that deer
are not increasing materially, it may be reasonable to assume that
the loss figure of 9.5% is much too low for the region as a whole. If
this is the case it would seem that cny desirable annuonl increase up
to 3,000 head or more can be obtained by a proper degree of predatory
animal control,.
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an overlapping here to. some extent of central and northern Rocky'Mount
birds with coast sp601es. No attempt is made here to 1lst the gmbll
birds, mony ‘'of which are common ond interesting to nature students.

Blue Grouse.. Blue grouse are very plentlful in some of the more
isolated reglons.,. The Rush Creek country is perticulariy well stocked..
The number occurring ln‘qny pwrtlcular season'seens to be. 1a 1ge1y governed
by weather conditions the previous winter and spring. It is not knowm
whe ther they are the [dusky grouse. or Richardson grouse,: or, whether both
forms msy occurs s g e T hedB e, el S

T

. Buffled Grouse. . Known locally as willow. grouse or. pheaspats,.
these blrds occur ﬂlong stream courses, less abundant thﬁn the blue .
Zrousee ‘Tt i¢ not known whether these are the Cancdian or erqy
ruffled grouse.

i *Franklin’ Gvouse. These 1n£erest1ng 11ttle blrds occur in the .
morTe extensive. lodgepole piné areas and are known as fool nens.. '

ey Qther G“ouse.. S0 far as known, .the sagehen and eharp—tell
'grouse do not occur w1th1n thls erea. o e LR ; .

Migratory Birds. No attempt will K made %o 14k thase which
occur chiefly as migrants except for mellard teal and Mergmnser ducks.
Geese occur as mlgrants. &

Other Blrds. Golden eagles are rather qommon re31ients "nd are -
believed to. bo’ destructlve to vounﬁ gome. anlmals as they have.- been i
observed worrying deer. Bald engles ond osn;eys are not uncommon.:

A‘}Predatory nd Fur—Bearlng,Anlhals & Rodents

Timber Wolf.' Gons1derab1e eonfu51on exlst° ln reports regardlngf
wolves since the large mountain coyotes are ofien calléd brush wolves.
If timber wolves occur here they are scottered- individuals rother than
1n any. numbers., : y an e pe R g

‘ Coxote. Coyotes are the most comrnn pred to*y ﬂnlmel ,hd ere”
so mch a 11m1%1ng factor in other.forms of wild.life tha _ﬂt leagt a.
moderate degree of control is desirable.

,ui_Foi; The red fox occurs rarely nt the hlgher elev,tlons “and:
possibly the gray fox moy be found in some of the 1ower, rough areans.

Lynx. 'These anlmals occur rarelf 1n.the higher tlmbered sections.
1n. : é, o :

, Bob Cat. These cats are not abundent but oceur . rather genernlly
1n the rougﬂer sect10n34 ' b '

gggggg; Cougqrs have long been rither bundant here ﬂnd control
methods have been necessary. Due to-the ubgedness of the topography,
ordinary control méasures will do no more thon keep them rensoncbly in
checke There may be 100 cougar in the area.
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~Martens. This valuable fur-bearer is found rather widely dlstrl—
buted in the 1ngﬁpole pine forests but 1s nowhere abundant

.

Mlnk. Mlnk are falrly common over mich of the “nrea.

st Otter.: These anlmuls nre more tnkn usuﬁily'common An. fhls
'Z]SGCtIOn and flnd an. abundant food suple in the flSh it i T T
: “ gadger. Badgers ure 1ess common here th&n 1n more 0pen countiy,
but occur over mich of the area, : B e o
Wolverine. Although occurring, formerly, it is probable tnat
this .animal does not. at, present ex1st here ulthbugh occd51onally one is
reported. T : : %5

Porcugian The work of this animal is commonly ‘seen in areas of
lodgepcle pine, plthough.they are not as wbundant as in many other Nationnl
Forest areas. . X : : SR

- Beaver. - Beaver ore widely dlStleuted but not ﬂbundhnt nnd along
the main rivers or large streqms occur ag b nk beqver, not attemptlng to
construct dams.

Few species of fish other than the Sﬁlmonléas are found in’ waters

- within. the primitive area. Iue to the lack of intensive fishing end

amount of water. not re ched by flshermeﬁ, excellent ﬁlshlngu1s usumlly
obtained.. '

Blackspotted or. Cutthroat T rout. This is the "redsldes“ of this
section and "ig “the most -conmorn- trout-in -these- Wuters,“seldom ezceedlng
'two pounds in weight..

; Steelhead T;out There is a con31derab1e run: of these fightin
w1nter and early spring, and specimens from 10" to’ 15 pouilds in'‘weight are
often taken. There is a smaller form found in a few ‘lokes and along the
riffles in ;ithe main streams which apparently are 1dbnt15nl in form with

: the. seg run. sp001mcns but do not mlg*ate." :

Dolly Varden or Bull Trouf. Theﬁe £i8h are Wlduly dlstrlbuted
and in early fall large ”peclm@ns asceﬁd the smallel streams to spawn,

* "

Whlteflsh Most of the streoms contain a'qucta of tnese fish,
' known”qlgo.gs.mougtain herring._“

; . Chingok. Salmon. This is the only salmon occurrlng in these waters
and in early fall are “abundant in meny ‘of the streoms to which they come
from the Pacific Ocean to spawn, and all die shortly afterwards. The

o2 streams within this area,. ip many of which the salmon spawn entirely

Junmolasted, are an. 1mport ant natural source of suple.' el
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{c) Pack Trips. Nany'paez—tr}p5~are made into the region during
midsummer . prlmarlly.for an outing. On tneee trips some flshlng is done
as a matter of course, but 54 many tases” the- prlmary-purpose seems_to be
merely a de51re to enJoy ouudoor 11fe Under prlmltlve contlitions of "Gl
,v1ronment._ The’ Idaho Primltive Area offers ‘excellent opportunltles for
trips of this Sort trips of” such.dulatlou 's to suit the convenience of
‘the trdveler. Trlps of from one to thirty days With one-night stops. ‘
and new ground each day can be taken. On the other hand, if-one desires
to. spend a few days at some particularly pleasing place this can be done
with the Utmost ¢omfort and satisfaction,” The p0551b111t1es for malking
paek trips are almost unlluuted. e S e

il ‘Foot Trlpe. ThlS form’ of’outdoor recreation is mot ‘so
popular in the west as it ig in éastern’sections tof - the country.
Westerners as a rule seem to have inherifed a characteristic of the
old-time" eowboy in that they"much prefer to ride even for compﬂratlvely
short dlstances. ‘However, exceptions to- this rule ‘are becoming more™
"frequent and ‘'undoubtedly the fime will' come ‘when foot t“lps over even -
comparatively long distances will coite into more gemeral use. 'Most
dealers in sporting goodc noy carry complete light-weight outfits
for the use of those who “desire to- penetrate areas accessible to foot
travel only. Within the Idaho ! ‘Primitive Areq ‘are hundreds of places -
Wnlch Cﬂn be reached only by foot trmvel ik

' (e) Bo::-.tlnb and Canoelnb,_ “The’ pOSSLbllltles of boating on thef
main Sﬁlmon River heve already been discussed.  The Middle Fork, olso,f
hasg p0551b111t1es for a limited qmount of boating and canoeing o
However, it should only be undertaken by’ experlenced boatmen nnd
canoeists who are’ expert swimmers and accustomed to operating their -
craft in "white water." Although there are stretches of comparatively
‘smooth water, th 1ese are’ 1nvar1ab1y followed by sw1ft and rocky rapids
renderlnb any sort of nav1mat10h on this stream mere or less &hngerous.
' To undertoke to run the Mlddle Forx‘below -the’ mouth of Wlleon Creek
in any sort of craft of present d6510n 1s sulClaLl.

- 8. Economlc Uses.

, (a) Asriculbure. Although soms;: of the patented wgrlcultural

lands. along Middle Fork and Big Creek are well suited ‘to the produetlon
of fruits and vegetableg, the isolation ‘of these londs wnd dlstance to
morket precludes development of these pctivities on apaying ‘basise =
Present agricultural use of these londs is limited to the production
of small quantities of hay for stock and a few vegetobles for home con-
eumptlon.. In a few 1nst1neee small - qua ntltlee ‘of hoy ore sold’ to
hunters and ¢thers who come 'in wrth pqek outfits late in the ‘season
when stock are likely to *drift if turned- out on the range. The ‘balance
of the hay produced is fed to the few stock reoised on the ranches that
are still occupied.
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7. _Recreational Use o
. Unquestlonably the a,reL has been, 1nd Wlll contlnue to be, .
used .ty the public for many purposes otner thun strlctly recreational, Nﬁ
However, due. to. the. complex1tj of these other uges no 1ttempt is made .7
to cover. them in this report. . The: dlscu351on hers is confineéd to publlc :
uses concerning. Wnlch we have. conslderable uefln;ue knowledge WﬂlCh seemsl
to be prlmarlly recreatlonal in character i

(a) Funthg The predomlnant uge of the. a:c‘eq np’ to the p;esent
time is probably for hunting, although flsnlng undoubtedly hgs a close
second place. Some probably would reverse the order of these two uses.
However, it would seem that most of the trips into the region are -
made primarily to ant, with fishing as a soft-ﬁf-ﬁidé’liﬁe;" '

The huntlng of blg ghme such o -as deer, elk bear etv., Qun be | t
carried on with great enjoyment and success within the Idaho Prlmltlve'j
Area., Except for spproximately 250, OOO acres wmthln the Mlddle Fork Stete
Game Preserve the entire area is open to huntlng.

: To get the most out of a. ﬂuntlng trlp requires the use of saddle g
and pack stock ond this should be ar: ranged for beforehand..- To
insure reasonable success one nhould ordinarily plan on a trip of from
one to thres weelts, depending upon the species of game to be hunted.’
Ordinarily only o . few doys are required to secure a deer, but to reach
the elk ranges, obtaln an elk and return’ wiil require at least ten e
days and probably longer. Mcuntaln goets ﬁnd Mountain sheep are not N
difficult to ohtoin -once they are locoted. However, it some times ;""'
requires. several days 1o lOC“tb their fee&xng érounds.' i

(b) Flshlng. Pr“CtICQllj ﬂll of the 1arger streams und several

of  the lckes ore well stocked with Ilsh _The Ddest stre;m fishing, par- .
tlcularly if lorge fish are desired, :is on the Middle Fork and Big Creek.
The -Middle Fork furnishes excellent fishing throughout its entire 1engtn'
within the area. A good trail follows the river down as far as the
Mormon ranch, close enough to the-river in mony places for the traveler
to see the trout and at certain seé#sons salmon in the crystal clear

waters below. The upper portion.of Big Creck which.is accessible to
antomobile travel, is usunlly fished out early in' the season but the .
lower portion furnishes excellent fishing until the fish go down in the _
fall. . Most of the side streoms contain plenty of fish but they are
comparatively smnll. : ' ' '

Fish Loke, Flossie Lake, and Roosevelt Loke are well stocked

with fish.. Other lakes within the area are soid to contain fish but we
have no first-hond information regording this. ' '
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o
(b) Grazing, Several years cgo there was considerable demond

for grazing permits on National Forest lends adjacent to the ranches
but the production of livestock in this isoloted region proved so un-
profitable the demand for range has fallen off materially. A more
direct comparison is mnde by stating that in 1920, 534 cottle and 43 .«
horses were grazed under permit whereas in 1930 only 130 cattle and 45
horses were grazed.  The principal reasons why stockraising has proved
unprofitable are the YTong'trail to market and the difficulty of produc-—
ing enough hny on these ranches to winter ‘the- stock.” From the Crondall.

ranch on the Middle Fork''to shlpplnb p01nt requlres nine days,-and from:
the Conyer ronch on Big Creek to shipping peint requires ten days, with
rough, rocky ground to cover in either cose. This is indicative of
conditions slsewhere within the Primitive Area, The inevitable heavy
shrinkage and poor condition of stock when reaching shipping point
materially effects its morket value. ' :

Winter losses are also heavy at certnin periods. The small
amount of hoy produced is insufficient to carry stock through o hord
winter. An outstandingexnmple of ‘this occured in. either 1922 or 1923

n o Middle Fork ranch. At thot time the owner of this ranch lost by
starvation over 804 of his herd of approximntely 200 head of cattle.

For doys the owner of this stock cut and carried willows to feed cattle
so wenkened they could not stand. Despite all his efforts he was proc-
tically ruined financially. To correcﬁ this condition. in part, at
least, in the future the Fores% ‘Service will require that each permittee
produce on hlS ranch 3/4 of o toi" of hay per head of stock grazed under
permits” ’ : ¥ LT :

Hordes are better foragers than cattle and cen usually "get
by" by seeking out the wind-blown ridges and other places where the
snow depth'is light, =~ For this reason horses have been left largely to
shift for themselves throughout ‘theryear and many are becoming wild,
As o result a wild-horse problem is. developing that will prob bly re-~
quiré serious consideration in the near futire.

All groazing of either cattle.or. horses will be hrndled under
Forest Service rangs monag ement plans. No sheep grazing is
cantempl ted. s o '

AT Mln*ng. That some pdrt s of the region are heavily mineral-
ized is evidenced by reports of mining éngineers who have made examina~
tions of certain properties. The principal problem to be solved by mine
owners seems to be cheoper methods of tronsportation. Considerable
mining hos already been done where the value in gold runs ‘high,
Further development of this activity is largely contingent upon better.
trunsport“ﬁlon facilities which many come about with the acquiring of
these propertles by men with sufficient copltnl to- develop them in
the proper way. No curtailment of this activity is contemplated. A
list of patented mineral lands is included in the appendix. The kind
of minerals found here can be obtained from the 1929 report of the
State Inspector of Mines,
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(4. Water. Storages ‘The only withdrawaliis that for power. .
along the main Salmon River extending:lack about one~four th: mile.from .
the.river, &nd this does not: effect the value of .the:area:for . . o

recreational vuse.. Qoo

. No-other,storage of water,for eltherlrrag;a«tlonorpower has :
been or, is likely to.be contemplated, nor will:such be allowed, Any .

artificial. lowering or:raising of the:lake level s.which might injure. ..

the beauty of shore lines will be forbidden, except as noted under 8 (f).

oo (@) L inber. - No commercial: wse: of timber exists nor does ‘there
appear: to. be. auy likelihood: of such.use in the near. futyre., .Should .
there be any demsnd, ccnservative cutting will. be. allowed under Forest
Service administration with due regard for protecting scenic, aesthetic,
or TeciheabioRbl valliase .. fsedivig® @5 v U AL T e s Do o

.0 {f) . Demurs of Proposed Policy, . Under prevailing ecomomic . ...
and Socia;crnd ians,: the potentiadi-value of this area for .;.: - . .
ingpireticnal  and récregtional purposes; is greater, more susceptible

of early Tealization and more desgirable than.is -the utilization of . -
its material rescurces. These iconditions seem likely to,obtain for ..

at leasta geneération :and.in all probability considerably .longer,

:exceptzforfmineralJ&evelopment,.Whichfisgnotﬁtone curtailed. .-

However, if in the course of time, new conditions shall Qevqloﬁ
under which the controlled utilization of the natural resources of the
area bedomss economically practicable and socially. desizable, the
Foresterrwill-fael;fnee:to‘medify,thegplanuqf:management.ﬁng_gge?_sQ e
that ‘while public exnjoyment of the unigue:scenic and recreational .
values may still contimue, a proper,-correlated utilization,of the . .
timber, forage: and water resodrces (use of mineral is not, to be .
curtailed) shall not necessarily be pracluded;orﬁundu;y_restricied.i"

SO0l i - QuwrnAdministration.
(a) Ppersomnel. Administration of the erea will f?fhéﬁﬂléd_“ )
jointly by the Supervisors of the Salmon, Challis, Payette, and Idcho

. Forests. .In-addition to the present orgenization, ;Qu?,ygarj}ong men
- may eventually be needed. In making: these assiguments it 1s importont
cthat men be. selected who have shown a.kgen_inte$agt,in:wilg,life;_who-

have’ the ability to conduct studies looking -to an accurate determination
of summe? ond winter ronge, losses, the feeding habits..of game, efc.;
who «can: formlate and opply ndequate gams monagement. plens,, and..who

are willing to spend the winters alone in a practically uninhabited
wilderness’ region. Tentatively ot lecst these men should be stationed
one on Biy Creek near the Dowve Lewls ranch, one-on Salmon River. near .
the mouth of Disappointment Creel,:one on. the Middle. Fork at. or near the.

T
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Mormon r nch, Lnd one at Whlte Creel Studles have olrendy been -
cortied on ot . the; latter: station, by w1nter L531vnments of mémbers
of* the regula;'orbunlzatlon, but ‘to secure ﬂCuurate ond far-rea chlng
results within a reasonqble perlod of tlme w111 requlre L,sp901u1
ycnr—long u531gnment s 0§ Tbh] SR e ke AR

HERIY ‘. P 3

T:In ﬂddltlon to conductlng year-iong gome stulles taese men w1ll
be vubject to. flre call rnd. will moterinlly strenvtnen the fire control
orgenizations in a-regioniwiere ‘the: fire hnzard. is.exceptionally: hlgn.

It will be their dutJ to: mark: the boundwrles of ﬁhe primitive area,. pcr—Hiﬁ

ticularly at 111 entrahoe p01nts-‘to uistrloute Sult ‘for-big game in
accordonce with an epv;oved salting plod; to coogerate with the State
Geme Department in fish and gome manngement; to investigs te and report
2ll insect infestations discovered by them within the area; to.protect
Indion wr 1t1ngs,\cavas, coempgrounds, ond all i resources from vand“llsm-
and to perform .such - othen,work as may be a551gned them. o

(b) Insect Gontrol. The-dﬂmage by deﬁdroctnnus mnntlcolae in,
lod“epole pine 1n much of: the area has reached. such-a stoge that control
eosurés are probhbly impracticable it aot 1mposslble,_ ‘Congiderable

dumage by beetles. in:Douglas. fir alonz Big Creek ond, Beaver . ‘Greek oc~
curred & few years ago but this infestotion seems to hove died outs
Beztle work in Douglas fir and Western yellow. pine. will be ‘¢losely
watched cnd action token to control 1nfestﬁtlons that tﬁ_eqten to

reach on epldemlc stabe.a :g:‘?!';_- s 3.._‘,,--“::¢

oy Predguorv AnlmL “Mhere is a"déciaed lack .of: accurate in-
formation on the number of. p*edatory fnlmnls thot Ainhabit: the aréa-or =
to what extent. they effect’ the'o“oductlon i, gnme.; pbviouslty - the he vlest
losses occur during. the: w1nter:wpen elimd tic conditiens fovor ‘the ‘
predators. Up to the- present t ime winter ODSGIV“thnS hove béen: so %
limited nothing definite hog been lecrned dpon which to:bose o
recommendations for future- actlon. ”be;efore, the extemt to Wnlcn
predatory animals -should ‘be cont;olla& w111 hove. to be: 1eft to - tne
determination .of the men “S"lgned to g.me studles wWork.

(d) Five. Gont“ol There e stationed w1th1n the areh dullqaf _
the fire senson six primary Tookouts and thirteen smokechasers: ‘and :
guards. This number of ‘men, to~ether'w1th_uneclql assignments for )
game studies work is believed to be adequate for first-line deéfense.
Developments proposed to-secure a-more adequate second-line. defense_
have been discussed under Section 3-- Impfovements. Fire. control will
of course be given first 00A51dethloﬂ 1n the ﬂdmlnlst otion of the
areds : : ;
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(e) Alrplene Ionding Fields., A mendow comprised within the
Chamberlain Basin administrative.site has been used quite frequently as
o landing field, Altheubh undeveloPed this landing field has been used
successfully by both large.ond:small plones. . Most. of these planes have
been brought in by non-resident hunters who desire to neach the elk
ranges with moximm comfort and the least possible delay. There exists
cmong sportsmen and others o strong feeling that the use of eirplangs
in hunting should be prohlblted It is felt that these objections are
well founde&,end that . the . development of landing fields within.the area
should be prohlblted exceptlno, perhapsy. two;or-three thot may be needed
for emergency landings or in fire- control work . If. desired, landing.
fields con be developed ut the ent.ances or. cther .points. out51de the .-
areas 1T "uto travel is. not to be. condoned, surely entrance by dir:
should also be. dlscourﬂged.; ‘ : T

(f) levate Lunds._ As Fins been shown under Sectlon 7 prlvvte
londs are at present being put to two forms of use, viz. mining and stock
raising. With regard to. . the ;former: it may. bersaid that the country ‘is
heavlly mineralized end,that the development ef %ﬂese mlperel deposlts at
some future time w111 probebly be .of con51derab1e -economic importonces:

No restrictions, tnerefore, will be placed upon. mlnlng activities or
prospecting beyond those requlred dby- law: Whlch are applica ble out51de
as well as w1th1n thls oo 1 SO R O S S B A A

The eiﬁﬁation with fegerd to stockraising is moterially &ifferent.
As hos olrendy been shown this activity is limited to o few scattered
ranches where the production iof livestock has proved.unproflteble. These
ranches are . located in.the heart of the- blg gome winter range and
consl&erﬂole forege may- be used - that will be needed to augment the big
gome winter ro nge if Qnythlng llke maximum production of gome is - :
desired., Further, primitive conditions of environment cannot BB i
maintained in thelr entirety in an orea within which. stockTEISlng oand
ranching act1v1t1es are carried .on. .Therefere, it seems: -desirable
that action be tqken by some agency:-responsible for furthering the
big gome interests to ccquire these private lands for strictly gahe:
propagation and recreational use. Probably the best solution of the
problem will be either for the State Game Department: to' buy up such
of these 1 mds as qre at present used or likely to- Be used for- stock
ranches or. 'dude! enches, or to mecure State or, Federal. dlegislation .
euthorlzlnb their purehaee and appropriating money therefor. -In making
this euggestlon the purpose is not to "freeze .out!" owners of these
smll ronches but rather to obtain an objective, under which private
interests will be compensated. for. their investment, ond ot. the seme
time simplify monagement of the area for the primory purpose of . "
recrentionnl use, In the meontime no restrictions will be placed upon
grozing that do not apply to other portions of the forests concerned.
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A commensurability stondard of three-fourths ton of hay per head of
stock grozed under permit ig believed rensonable.

(8) S. C. Scribner

Forest Supervisor.

Approved:

Mar. 17, 1931

() R. H. Rutledee
Regional Forester

Approveds

Mar. 17, 1931

(s) R. Y. Stuart
Forester.
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APPENDIX

(Idwho Prlmltlve Area)

P %k e Bound_"\_rlés Of Al'ek

‘Beginning 4t a point where the Middle Fork of Salmon Hiwar ' ivst
empties into the main Salmon River and thence follow1ng down the latter
stream to a point approxlmately one mile below the mouth of Five-mile
Creek in uneurveyed Sectlon 28, T. 2ﬂ~N., R. 8 E ‘ B Mes thence in o

..........

Peak thence in o eoutherly direction to the head of the horth fork of
Smith Creek; thence down Smith Creek to Big Creek; thence following.the.
d1v1de between Blg creek ond Tittle Marble Creek to Cougwr Peok; thence

.....

thence southeasterly following the divide between the wntersheds of ;
Indion Creelk and Marble Creek to the Middle Fork; thence up the Middle
Fork in a eouthwesterly Q;qeqtlon to the mouth aof Rapld River; thence
following watershed d1v1de in a southeasterly direction to the head of
Thomas Oreek; thence in o northeasterly direction to the East Fork of
Thomas Creek, crossing this stream at the main forks ond continuing in
the same direction to the head of Little Creek; thence northeasterly
plong ridge north of the West Fork of Little Loon Creek to Little Loon
Creek, crossing this stream at approximntely one-fourth mile above the
forks; thence continuing in the some direction to the ridge which is the
divide between Little Loon Creek and Cougar Creek; thence southensterly
along this divide to the head of the West Fork of Cougar Creek; thence -

northemsterly around the head of Cougar Creek to the head of Cold

........

thence northerlv fOllOWlng the main d1v1ae between the Mlddle Fork of
the Salmon River watershed on the west and the Tellowjacket Creek, Big
Creek, and mcin Salmon River watersheds on the east to the confluence

of the Middle Fork 1nd Solmon Rlvere,

the point of beginning.

B. Fo

Volume of Timber in M.
Acreaze by Types
Lodgepole pine .+ . « . 1,886,000
Douglas fir. , . ... « 1,092,000
Timber land « « » & . 984,429 Western yellow pine. . 950,000
Barren 1and « o « o o 37,570 White fir « « &« « o o 376,000
Brugh 1580 « « w-» 3 & 256 Engelmann spruce. . . 299,000
Gress lond. o o o . ., 65,489 Alpine fir. « o .+ + « 200,000
Total acres. . .« 1,087,744 Western larch. o« » o ' 94,000

TO’tE‘.l Me Bl Fn- . @
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Existing Improvements on National Forest Lond

Nome of Improvement . Miles or Number

i d

DRSEEL R A mnt), T e ity e

Telephofie Tines..iis.us.:

Bridang, Jo 2t v,

EE g T e B e e o L e R L R i

i
@ .

Smokebhasérxcabins;.}...,n;;}.;ﬂ,l;:“.
Other cobifit ond Shors MoBRESE. 1l i) s e teoesatans 1 Am IR Sy g S
9 oonlca ey el PR e S e RS P SN e L e

oo AR LA RS R P N B I T T T

proposed Improwements om National Forest'Lemd ~ ¢ ..

S Wiles”  Number Estimnted Cost

Trails (Bétf@rn@nﬁf& Cong%r#@ﬁipﬁski;;;:.; i;8§ii i :'fj ?;;”:'$i1;45©;ifff
Teléph&néfLiﬁes}}.g;}.;:;;E;ﬁf.ié;.}ﬁ,ﬁ;;.'f B 8 e o8 T g T

Bridgeé..;...;;:.;fﬁ;;};;.lf.;é.:;g;gf::f,f‘-_:_““ 67 718,800
Lookout éfructuéés.,fé.f.t..;;..;;.{L:i:i::1 ;ii;i‘AZ;'é oy fiﬂag?ob;i;f
SHmkgéhééér Qaﬁinéilifé...;.....Q.J::féfé;*. 'iﬁ'f_w:_;3 oS ;;f;?SQLaJQ_
Othe;iéaﬁins.an@.éﬁérg_hquseé.f....;;ltfi; 1"ﬁ ‘L"“'fGi "ii_'QQEOQf”“‘

Gabins-for'game_mdnagément;..,;.....i.:;J3; "?”i;f 5-:5-  o 4@000.f21

Hot Springs developmente.eesscessecscccase 4 400
B i B iones Bl bl BHRES %  $42,590 .



Patented Homestead Lands

Neme of Qwner i) Acreage Occupied

1. E.. 0. Eekin , ., ELE T e

2. R. A Hilands & 85i19 Yes '

3. ‘W. A Stonebralker | | 408.63  Yes (Dide ranch)

4, “Jesse Root . 157.65 Yo |

5. W..A. Bstep . . o 32,10 Yes (Dude ranch)

6, Joseph, B, Elliot 160.00 No

7. . Elizabeth Bellingham’ 160.00  No (May be leased)

8. Orlando Mabel 160,00 m W ower o

e R N e LR S s ARl e e B RS L D e

9. Archie,C, Bacon (Conyer ranch) 160,00 - +Yes (Leaséd by

VI RS Kote e e g 6 S W s o A g, Ten g, e Wa,llace)
10, Arthur.E. OCarden = " tTirirese 2eled 1160600, - No. ..
.-ii;”Déﬁé_iéﬁiQ::T;{:f: ..................... 64.84 . . Yes .

12. Roy A. Elliot 95.26 Yes (Dude ranch)

15, (William Mitchell) :

16, (Lovell & Warnock) 307,00 Yes

17« 1 ) : - No

18 { ) Yo

19, (Names not furnished) 438,32 Mo

20. ( ) _ Yo

91 £ ) No

23. Jones (Acreage included in above group) Yes

23, (I. R. Wilson) ' Leased by
Crandall

24. (Crandall ranch) ) T 632.34 Yes by Crandall

Totel acreage 3,049,16
Unperfected Asricultural Claims
1%, E. E. Elliot 140,00 No
14. Guy Utley 40.47 Yo

Totnl acreoge 180,47
Grand total, AOTED s » b w53 5ROy O Te DU

111



Patented Mineral Iands

Neme of Qwner or Group. .

le DoWeY ETOUDswwes s s vsddniiins e ssswnbsnisns

2.- FO W. qucombr--.lo-o-.‘o‘.,ti-‘.y--o-lt‘-.-'co

3. G M. Porsong fBlackbiyd PIRCET)esecrnsnssas

4, Thunder Mountain ClimaxX GroUD..sessscsssse

5 L i

6. Hawkeye Group & Elk Groupesscese.s. sevenena

7._ Wandere; GTOUDas o0s & bieWiaie o 5 Ll s Ws e e N 18 .

8. Cheepmants Group and Pearlls GrOUPssessses:es

"9, Buffalo Ld&e....... ...... i e :
10. Blackhorse and Shiner Lodés....... ........

1l. Eagle Group.....;........:... ..... u =4 s
Total acrefgBesereesrecaca

AN
\f\

i

=

Lo

Pl

IO ... .5584%

Barlock .,Golden Giant......

Acregge.u
SRR i oy il
UG St 97V S
57.65
e .. 2ot
519

43,13

LI vaww TBaL

- ‘;l.lll'l;-gBé.bg

DA RN N 20.66

s asE R easnaE OF voD

teieseesses-1,165.82

X 95 i
B NP WA B

=%, 31545
/






